
Arizona Chapter 
Calendar  

 

October 2 
· BOD Meeting 1:30, 

AZ Veteran’s 
Home, Room A107 

October 18 
· General Luncheon 

Meeting, 
McCormick Ranch 
Golf Club 

November 6 
· BOD Meeting 1:30,  

AZ Veteran’s 
Home, Room A107 

November 15 
· General Luncheon 

Meeting & Election 
of 2009 Officers, 
Desert Breeze Park, 
Chandler 
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The Arizona Chapter             4333 W. Echo Lane        Glendale  Arizona          85302 

Auxiliary Members:  
 

Let’s Get Together 
By Sheila George 

 

   We would like to try 
again to have a time for 
soc ia l i z ing among 
ourselves. We never get 
a chance to do that, and 
it could be a good 
experience and a way to 
form new friendships.    
   We are asking you to 
call JoAnne Thompson 
at 480-990-0074 or 
Sheila George at 623-
242-6579 and let us 
know if you might be 
interested in gathering 
for lunch.  The 
r e s t a u r a n t  w o u l d 
probably be in the 
Scottsdale area, since 
that would be a central 
location.   

   A big Thank You to all 
our members and wives 
who attended our 
September meeting.  We 
w i t n e s s e d  t h e 
presentation of awards 
by the Employer Support 
of the Guard and 
Reserve (ESGR) to 
representatives of seven 
different employers in the 
Valley.  These employers 
were recognized for their 
aid and assistance to 
members of the Guard 
and Reserve while on, 
and after return from, 
active service.  At the 
end of the ceremony, the 
State Chairman of 
ESGR, Scott Essex, 
presented the Arizona 
Chapter with the ESGR 
Seven Seals Award for 
meritorious leadership 
and initiative in support 
of the men and women 
who serve America in the 
National Guard and 
Reserve. 
 

   October Luncheon.  
The October 18 luncheon 
theme for this month is 
O k t o b e r f e s t  a t 
McCormick Ranch Golf 
Club. The entertainment 
will be provided by Don 

b e  i n t r o d u c e d . 
Nominations will also 
be accepted from the 
floor. In accordance 
with chapter by-laws 
R o n  P e r k i n s ,  
Nominating Committee 
Chairman, is looking 
for volunteers to fill 
staff positions for next 
year. You may view the 
current slate of officers 
on the last page of The 
Sentinel.   

OCTOBER 2008        CHARTERED 1956   -   52 YEARS OF SERVICE TO COUNTRY       EDITOR:  JIM CULLISON 

Ford on the 
p i a n o  w i t h 
d a n c i n g 
possible if you 

are up to it, and a small 
Silent Auction to raise 
m o n e y  f o r  t h e 
scho la rsh ip  f und .  
Dress will be casual or 
"Bavarian" if you 
choose .   MOAA 
members who are not 
Chapter members are 
particularly invited to 
c o m e  a n d  g e t 
acquainted.  Don’t 
forget to get your 
reservation form and 
meal check to Bill 
J o h n s o n  b e f o r e 
Thursday, October 16.  
It’s been awhile since 
our chapter has done 
this, so come on out.  
Our members who 
travel out of state for 
the summer should all 
be back and I hope we 
can see many of them 
at the luncheon to 
s h a r e  s u m m e r 
adventures. 
 

   2008 Staff Elections. 
Our annual chapter 
election of officers will 
occur during our 
November general 
membership luncheon 
where candidates for 
board positions for the 
2009 calendar year will 

Continued on Page 2  

President’s 
Perspective 
by Terry Tassin  

SUPPORT OUR TROOPS—REMEMBER OUR FALLEN COMRADES—FLY  YOUR FLAG  
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CW2 Lawrence (Butch) Wise ARNG (Ret)  
and wife Julia 

2113 E. Marco Polo Road 
Phoenix, AZ 85024 
Tele: 602-820-2272 

Email: lawrence.wise@us.army.mil 
 

Please meet and welcome our new member. 
 

President’s Perspective…... continued from page 1 

Welcome to New Chapter Members 

December Arrangements 
 

 

 All positions in the box labeled 2008 Board of 
Directors and Committee Chairman are crucial 
to the continued successful operation of your 
chapter. However, the only ones the nominating 
committee specifically addresses are the staff 
jobs in the left column from President through 
Directors. The committee is also attempting to 
get volunteers to serve in the various chairman 
positions utilized by the chapter. Please contact  
Ron Perkins at (480) 961-8632 and offer your 
services.  We really need your help - especially 
in the Secretary  position.  The Secretary duties 
could be divided between two people if there is 
a team out there that would like to work together 
to make it happen.  
 

   Contrary to what some of you may think, par-
ticipation on the Board of Directors is actually a 
lot of fun and offers the opportunity to interact 
regularly with some really exceptional people.  If 
you are at all interested in participating, please 
give Ron a call.  
 

   Arizona Veterans’ Hall of Fame Class of 
2008.  Congratulations to BG R. Thomas 
Browning, USAF (Ret), the Arizona Chapter's 
newest Arizona Veterans Hall of Fame member! 
I am most pleased to inform all Arizona Chapter 
members that our very own General Browning 
has been selected for induction into the 2008 
Hall of Fame class!  He will become a member 
at the 8th Annual Arizona Veterans Hall of 
Fame Induction Ceremony, which will take place 
Friday, October 24, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
at the El Zaribah Shrine Auditorium located at 
552 N. 40th Street, Phoenix.                       

    

    Doors open at 10:30, and lunch is included 
with admission. 
 

   To register to attend the induction luncheon or 
for more information about the Arizona Veterans 
Hall of Fame please visit www.AVHOF.org or 
call Donna Adams at (602) 234-8436.  There is 
limited seating, so reserve your seats today.  
 

   November meeting.   A repeat final word 
about our November meeting.  The November 
15 meeting location has been changed, so 
please make a note of this on your calendars.  
Our November luncheon will take the form of a 
picnic at Desert Breeze Park, 660 N. Desert 
Breeze Blvd. in Chandler. It is a little farther 
south than we are used to meeting; however, 
this was the only nice park where we could get 
reserved facilities for that day.  
 

   Right now we have a Ramada reserved from 
11:00 a.m. until 2 p.m. This will be a Dave’s 
Barbeque catered buffet meal. Details of the 
meal will be provided later. There are horseshoe 
pits and our 2nd VP Ron Perkins has offered to 
provide the horseshoe equipment. So plan on 
coming out and having fun at an old fashioned 
picnic! 
 

   I look forward to seeing you all at our October 
18 luncheon. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

By Marie Fredricks 
 

   Terry covered the October and November 
luncheons, but here is a plug for December. 
 

   December will be our last meeting of this year, 
with holiday music by Don Ford.  Due to the 
wonderful success of our "Chinese Auction" last 
Christmas, we will be having another one this 
year. Last year our board of directors furnished 
the wrapped gifts for the auction. Lots of people 
said they would like to volunteer next time. We 
would like about 15 volunteers to bring a wrapped 
gift for the auction.  Just let me know if you would 
like to be one of those volunteers!  
 

   Hope to see all of you at the luncheons.    
 



  Each recipient was nominated by an employee 
Guard or Reserve member. 
 

  This event was one of a series of similar 
Employer Recognition and Award opportunities 
that have taken place in Arizona and which 
were inspired by the signing of a MOAA and 
ESGR Memorandum of Understanding.  It is 
anticipated that the Luke Chapter will be the 
next MOAA Chapter to host a similar event, and 
additional MOAA/ESGR opportunities are being 
forecast for 2009.   
 

   With over 114,000 Guard and Reserve men 
and women on duty, representing close to 49% 
of the globally deployed forces today, programs 
such as these show resolve, recognize true 
patriots, and represent the best qualities of the 
organizations and associations mentioned.  
 

 Terry Tassin, left, accepts the ESGR Seven 
Seals Award on behalf of the Arizona Chapter 
from Scott Essex, State ESGR Chairman. 
 

ESGR Award Winners  
 

Above and Beyond Award 
 

· Maricopa County Sheriff’s Office 
· Intel Corporation 
· Arizona Department of Water Resources 
· Southwest Airlines 
· Cox Communications 
· Bank of America 
 

Patriot Award 
 

· Ben Levine, Arizona Department of 
Economic Security, Human Resources 
Administration 

September Luncheon  
 

   Arizona Chapter co-hosts 
   ESGR Awards Presentation 
 

By Chuck Schluter 
 

    Our Arizona Chapter had the great honor to 
co-host, with the AZ Employer Support of Guard 
and Reserve (ESGR) Committee, an award 
program to recognize special employers 
nominated by their employees who are serving 
members of our nation’s military reserve forces. 
 

    In addition, the Chapter received a significant 
award from the committee.  This “Seven Seals 
Award” was presented by ESGR Arizona State 
Chairman Scott Essex to our president, Terry 
Tassin, who accepted it on behalf of the Arizona 
Chapter. The award was presented for 
“meritorious leadership and initiative in support 
of the men and women who serve America in 
the National Guard and Reserve.”  Each seal on 
the award signifies a branch of the Reserve 
forces. The award is signed by the Secretary of 
Defense, Reserve Affairs. 
 

    The employers recognized included the 
Maricopa County Sheriff’s Office, Intel Corp., 
Cox Communications, Southwest Airlines, Bank 
of America, Arizona Department of Economic 
Security and Arizona Department of Water 
Resources.  Award recipients received either 
the ESGR Patriot Award, or the ESGR Above 
and Beyond Award.  Awards were presented by  
Terry and Scott, while the citations were read 
by Butch Wise, Executive Director of the ESGR 
Committees and an Arizona MOAA Chapter 
member.  
 

  Many employers provide exceptional support 
with pay differential to offset the loss of wages 
and health benefits which complement 
coverage provided by the military when their 
employees are mobilized.  The Above and 
Beyond Award was created by ESGR to 
publically recognize employers who provide 
outstanding patriotic support and cooperation to 
their employees.  The Patriot Award was 
created to recognize individuals who provide 
that same kind of support and cooperation to 
help their employees who are called to serve.  
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TAPS 
 

If you know of a member or 
spouse who passes away, 

please notify one of the 
Chapter Officers. 
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Highlights of the 
September 2008  
Board of Director’s 
Meeting 

   Present:  Terry Tassin, Frank & Velma Birtciel, Bill Johnson, Chet Baumer, 
Ron Perkins, Ron Worthington, Chuck Schluter, Dan Conway, Jim Cullison 
and Ron Drew. 
Officer/Committee Reports:  
   Treasurer’s Report: Bill Johnson provided a current budget balance sheet 
and reported the present status of fund accounts: 
  General Checking: $7,813.61 
  Scholarship:              $8,056.93 
  Total Accounts:            $15,870.54 
   Membership: Terry reported that we have 185 members as of September 6.  
Dan Conway expressed confidence that the National Recruiting Campaign 
starting in October will help us bring in new members.  
   Personal Affairs: Dan Conway has sent out letters to spouses of our 
deceased members and offered them any assistance they might need.  
    Programs: October 18, Oktoberfest. November 15, barbeque picnic,  
chapter Meritorious Service Awards and officer election. December 20, music  
and a Chinese Auction. We are also looking for a good deed project.   
   Meritorious Service Awards: Ron Drew reported that he would have a list 
of nominees and their citations for the board by 25 September 
   Guest Presenter: Shane Gibson, Co-founder, CEO of “ defendersown.com” 
briefed on a new social network designed for the military community. 
   2009 Staff Nominating Committee: Ron Perkins reported that all officer 
positions except Secretary had nominees. Also we are looking for someone to 
assist Bill Johnson with the Treasurer duties.  
   Alaska Cruise: The Tucson Chapter is arranging for a cruise to Alaska, 
leaving June 3, 2009, from San Francisco and returning 10 days later.  
New Business:  
   Fall Golf Tournament: Terry reported that 58 participants signed up.  
   Veteran’s Hall of Fame Induction Oct 23/24:  If interested in attending, go 
to the web site and sign up. 
   September 20 AZ Council of Chapters meeting: Gary Fredricks will 
represent our Chapter. 
   Chapter President’s Symposium, Oct16-18: Ron Perkins and Dan 
Conway will attend. 
 

Highlights of the September 2008 General Meeting  

   Members Present : Total present: 48: 32 members/spouses and 16 guests.   

   Presidents Report: Terry Tassin announced that the chapter had received 
the Five Star Level of Excellence Award for outstanding performance.   
   2009 Staff Nominations:  Terry reported that nominees have been made for 
all staff positions except Secretary.  If anyone is interested in helping out as 
Secretary, please call Ron Perkins at 480-961-8632,  
   Golf Tournament:  The chapter made $1,120 for the scholarship fund.   
   US Air Force Birthday:  Terry congratulated the Air Force on its 61st 
birthday  
    ESGR Employer “Above and Beyond Awards”: Scott Essex, ESGR 
Arizona Chair, discussed the importance of supportive employers and how 
critical they are to help maintaining the strength and readiness of the nation’s 
National Guard and Reserve.  He and Chapter President Terry Tassin 
presented the awards to 7 employers. Mr. Essex presented the AZ Chapter 
with the ESGR Seven Seals Award for the chapter’s support of ESGR. 
    Chapter 50/50 raffle paid out $41 and entered $41 into the Scholarship 
account.  Winners: $20 Ron Drew, $21 Marie Fredricks. 

 

October 18: Oktoberfest, 
music by Don Ford, dancing 
and a silent auction. 

November 15: Special 
Event!  The Chapter will host 
a barbeque picnic, present 
o u r  2 0 0 8  C h a p t e r 
Meritorious Service Awards 
and elect our officers for 
2009.  This special event will 
be catered by the renowned 
folks from Famous Dave’s 
Bar-B-Q at the beautiful 
Desert Breeze Park in 
Chandler. 

December 20: Christmas 
luncheon and holiday music 
by Don Ford, always an 
annual favorite. You will 
enjoy the board-hosted 
“Chinese Auction,” so bring 
your smile and join the fun. 

January 17: Installation of 
officers for 2009. Tentative 
guest speaker is Scottsdale 
Police Chief Alan Rodbell. 

February 21:  Our guest 
speaker will be Vickie 
Mullens, author of the 
famous “I Want You to Know 
Me” series. Every Mom, 
Dad, Grandma and Grandpa 
can create a powerful family 
legacy by recognizing how to 
create the priceless “gift of 
yourself” to your loved ones.  

Coming Attractions  
By Chuck Schluter 

   

Meeting SummariesMeeting SummariesMeeting Summaries    
by Ron Perkins, Secretaryby Ron Perkins, Secretaryby Ron Perkins, Secretary�



primarily reserved for veteran’s medical care, 
claims processors and facility improvements.  
Receiving particular attention are specialty 
mental health care, substance abuse programs, 
new generation prosthetics and trauma and 
mental health research aimed at improving the 
quality of life for injured and aging veterans. 
   Another bit of good news is that the President 
has signed into law Senate Bill 2617, the 
“Veterans’ Compensation Cost–of–Living 
Adjustment Act of 2008.”  This act increases the 
rate of compensation for veterans with service-
connected disabilities, as well as dependent 
and indemnity compensation for families of 
deceased veterans, effective on December 1. 
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October Luncheon Meeting  
 

WHEN:     October 18, 2008 
                 11:00 a.m. Social Hour 
                 12:00 Noon Lunch 
 
WHERE:  McCormick Ranch Golf Club 
                 7505 McCormick Parkway 
                 Scottsdale, Arizona 
 
COST:       $19.00 Per Person 
 
DRESS:    Casual 
 
MENU:      Chef’s Choice 
 
PROGRAM:  Oktoberfest, with music by 
Don Ford, dancing and a Silent Auction.  
Wear your Oktoberfest duds and dancing 
shoes 
 
Reservations need to be received by 4:00 
p.m. on the Thursday prior to the 
luncheon date. Cancellations of 
reservations need to be received by that 
same Thursday in order to receive your 
money back or not be charged for lunch. 
Please make your reservations early and 
send your check to Bill Johnson using the 
Meal/Meeting reservation form on page 7. 

 

     As we go to press for this month, the big news 
in Washington and the big focus of legislative 
efforts is in rapidly dealing with the proposed 
$700 billion bailout of our troubled financial 
institutions.  Besides the apparent urgency of 
dealing with this crisis, Congress is scheduled to 
be going home about now to campaign for the 
coming elections.  That leaves little hope for 
achieving any more headway on our MOAA goals 
for this year. 
 

Defense Authorization Bill 
     On September 17, the Senate abruptly passed 
their version of the FY2009 Defense 
Authorization Bill.  Unfortunately, a flap over 
earmarks killed the opportunity to include any of 
the 300 plus proposed amendments including 
those that would have expanded concurrent 
receipt, improved Reserve retirement-age credit 
and authorized a MOAA charter.  That still left an 
opportunity to work issues during the anticipated 
Senate/House negotiations that were included in 
the corresponding House bill passed several 
weeks ago. 
 

House Acts on Appropriations 
     However, on September 24, the House by a 
370-58 margin approved HR 2638, a year-end 
appropriations bill that provides full fiscal year 
2009 funding for Defense, Homeland Security 
and Military Construction-VA programs while 
keeping the rest of the government running at 
fiscal 2008 levels through March 6.  The Senate 
is expected to concur with the House 
amendment, effectively clearing it for President 
Bush’s signature.  Without funding provided by 
this omnibus appropriations bill, any unfunded 
initiatives that could be added to the 
authorizations bills during negotiations would be 
pretty meaningless. 
 

The Good Side 
     As it stands, the $630 billion plus 
appropriations bill contains $488 billion for the 
Pentagon, $40 billion for Homeland Security, $73 
billion for veterans’ programs and military-base 
construction, $25 billion for low-interest loans to 
automakers and $6.6 billion for 2,322 pet 
projects.  On the good side, the VA receives 
$47.6 billion, $4.5 billion more than last year, 

Legislative Update 
by Gary Fredricks, Legislative Chair 
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       Help on Money Matters from MOAA  
   

   
With finances in the news, I hope that none of you have to be concerned. 
 

   If there is any concern (and even if there isn't), there is a MOAA Publication which could be of 
interest and help to you. It is "Your Personal Financial Expert." 
 

   At any stage of your life, this practical guide helps you apply sound financial planning principles 
to your military benefits, including military and civil service pay and allowances, TRICARE, SBP 
and VA benefits. It also reveals the practical side of Social Security, life insurance, savings, 
investments, taxes and estate planning.  
 

   This 97-page book includes 10 worksheets for a thorough self-assessment, over 50 easy-to-
read charts for a quick understanding of complicated subjects, and 10 sections of directory, 
contact and glossary information. 
 

The Table of Contents cover: 
· General Tactics 
· Financial Peace of Mind 
· Don't Wait to Start Saving 
· Avoid the Debt Trap 
· Don't Skimp on Insurance 
· When There's a Will, There's a Way 
· The Lowdown on Saving for Higher Education 
· Military Specific Tactics 
· Avoid CSB/REDUX 
· Understand Your Retired Pay 
· Survivor Benefit Plan 
· Military Tax Relief 
· Look Before You Leap 
 
   FREE download is available for MOAA members from the MOAA National web site, 
http://www.mooa.org. You can also call toll-free 1-800-234-6622 to have a printed copy mailed to 
you. Have your member number readily available. 
 
 Please consider me as a resource and don't hesitate to call with your questions and concerns. 

Personal Affairs 
by Dan Conway, Personal Affairs Officer 

Recent Donations  
 
Scholarship Fund 
George and Anita Woodward $50 
Dan Germond $25 
Ron Drew $21 
Marie Fredricks $20 
  
General Fund 
George and Anita Woodward $50 
Dan Germond  $50  

The General's Six-Word Story... or, Translation Made Easy  
 

(Editor’s note: The following story was relayed to Chuck Schluter by Anthony Vallombroso, Col 
USA (Ret).  Col. Vallombroso is godfather to Chuck’s daughter.) 
  

"Many years ago I attended the Engineer Officer's Basic Course at Fort Belvoir, VA. Our 
graduating class had the honor of being addressed by retired General Mark Clark, who had 
been Commander in Chief of the Far East Command. He told us of a time he had to address a 
group of Korean soldiers. There he stood with his Korean translator and began by telling a quite 
lengthy but funny story to warm up the group. When he was finished, his translator in only six 
words relayed the General's story, which was followed by the roar of laughter. Following his 
address, General Clark asked the translator how he was able to translate the lengthy opening 
story in only six words. His reply, ‘I tell them…General tell funny story, everybody laugh.’” 
 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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MEAL / MEETING RESERVATION FORM  
 

Please reserve__________ meals for (Name) ________________________________________________________ 

Enclosed is my check for $ ________________________  ($19.00 per person) for 18 October 2008  

Make check payable to:  AZ Chapter MOAA                         No Later Th an:          16 October 2008  

Send to:  Bill Johnson, 13410 North 12th Place, Phoenix, AZ 8 5022-4944.   Phone 602-690-1012 

CHAPTER FINANCIAL PARTICIPATION  
If you would like to make a donation to one or more of the AZ Chapter Funds, include your check identified as the appropriate fund 
and mail  to:  Bill Johnson, 13410 N. 12th Place, Phoenix, AZ 8502 2-4944.   
 

General Fund: $ ___________________________ 
 

Scholarship Fund:  $ _______________________   [now a 501(c)(3) charitable fund]  
 

Name of Donor :________________________________Identify me as a donor in the next newsletter. YES___  NO___ 
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Arizona Chapter 
Military Officers Association of America 
4333 W. Echo Lane 
Glendale, AZ 85302 

Show  Your Colors By 
Proudly Displaying The 
Arizona ‘Veteran Plate’ 
On Your Vehicle.  Show How 
Veterans Help Veterans. 

New Member Initiative 

PRESIDENT 
  LCDR Terry Tassin USN             623-931-1546 
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT 
  Col Ron Worthington USAF        480-945-4015 
SECOND VICE PRESIDENT 
  Col Ronald Perkins USAF           480-961-8632 
SECRETARY 
  Col Ronald Perkins USAF           480-961-8632 
TREASURER 
  Maj Bill Johnson USAF               602-690-1012 
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 
  CAPT Dan Conway USCGR       480-368-1427 
DIRECTORS 

Charles Schluter; Ronald Drew; Chester 
Baumer; Ronald Green; Gary Fredricks 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
  LTC Jim Cullison USAF       602-482-3838 
ADVERTISING 
  LTC Jim Cullison USAF       602-482-3838 
ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS 
  LCDR Terry Tassin USN             623-931-1546 
HISTORIAN / PHOTOGRAPHER 
  LtCol Frank Birtciel USAF           480-945-2824 
JROTC AWARDS 
  LCDR Terry Tassin USN             623-931-1546 
LEGISLATIVE 
  Col Gary Fredricks USAF           480-836-8419 
MEMBERSHIP 
  CAPT Dee Norton   USCG         480-275-5089 
AUXILIARY LIASION 
  Sheila George                              623-242-6579 

CHAPLAIN 
  LTC Bob Rutherford USA            602-944-4224 
PERSONAL AFFAIRS 
  CAPT Dan Conway USCGR       480-368-1427 
PROGRAMS 
  COL Charles Schluter, USA        480-563-8480 
ARRANGEMENTS 
  Marie Fredricks                           480-836-8419 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
  Col Ron Worthington USAF        480-945-4015 
TOPS LIAISON 
  COL Charles Schluter, USA       480-563-8480  
WEB MASTER 
  Capt Tom Houser, USAF            602-697-3123 
SHARE A RIDE 
  Maj Ronald Drew, USAF             602-493-8806 

The Arizona Chapter - MOAA - 2008 Board of Director s and Committee Chairmen 

Access Arizona Chapter’s Internet Web Site at :    http://www.azchaptermoaa.org  

 

   National MOAA has begun an initiative to 
encourage non-chapter MOAA members to join 
their local chapter. The program will include a 
complimentary one-year chapter membership 
and $15 rebate to the chapter for each new 
member. The program kicks off with the October 
issue of Military Officer. 


